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The Gold-Headed Cane

known and lovable general practitioners of

everyone who enjoys a story of humanity,

“When I was deposited in a corner
closet of the Library, on the 24™ June,
1825, the day before the opening of
the New College of Physicians, with
the observation that I was no longer
to be carried about, but to be kept
amongst the reliques of that learned
body, it was impossible to avoid
secretly lamenting the obscurity
which was henceforth to be my

2

lot...

Joln

fiNo one better than John
Pemberton could have been chosen to
write this biography of one of the best-

all time, and | commend it widely to

perseverence and country-bred wisdom.”

A WIDE VARIETY OF BIOGRAPHY TITLES ARE
AVAILABLE FROM LOAN FROM THE BDA
LIBRARY. CALL US ON 020 7563 4545 FOR
DETAILS, OR VISIT OUR ONLINE CATALOGUE AT
WWW.BDA.ORG/CATALOGUE

So begins the story of the Gold-
Headed Cane. Carried by a series of
five successive physicians in the 17"
and 18" Centuries, the cane routinely
accompanied its masters into the
homes of ‘the great and the rich,’
even, on occasion, attending upon
royalty. Follow its journey from
physician to physician as the cane
passes through the hands of Drs.
Radcliffe, Mead, Askew, Pitcairn, and
Baillie, before finally retiring to the

New College of Physicians in 1825.

G. C. Pearey

Will Pickles of Wensleydale

Pemberton

“Early and late, the seasons through,

This was the path he chose,
A country doctor on his rounds ...
And everybody knows
His voice, his smile, the way he walks,
His presence in the Vale;
They will remember evermore

His name in Wensleydale.”

-

Joan Pomfret, ‘This Was His Path’*

*pemberton J. Will Pickles of
Wensleydale.London: Goeffrey Bles, 1972
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