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Extraordinary General Meeting 2 October 2026

Amendments to the Articles of Association 

The PEC has been reviewing the BDA’s governance structure since the beginning of 2026, and the BDA website has a synopsis of the discussions and the proposal that the PEC believes is an appropriate structure to provide the necessary governance https://www.bda.org/about-us/our-structure/the-board-pec-and-leadership/changing-the-board-structure/.
Subject to ratification at next year's Annual General Meeting, the changes would be introduced at the end of 2027. 
In the meantime, the PEC’s view is that holding elections for the five seats that are scheduled to be elected over the autumn of 2026 would be unnecessary and unhelpful as they would provide the successful candidates with only one year in post, hence the EGM being asked to agree to the suspension of this election round. 
To ensure that supplementary elections are not required should a candidate demit office during the next year, the EGM is also asked to support an amendment to the requirements regarding ‘replacement’ ballots.
Election cycles will be reintroduced in the provisions brought before next year's Annual General Meeting.
The Articles changes (in red) the EGM is asked to support are;
E 6. 	Elections to the Principal Executive Committee shall be conducted each year, to accommodate non concurrent three year terms of office amongst its members, with five members standing down at each election; such number must include three members elected from the regions in England, one elected from another country of the United Kingdom, and one elected on a United Kingdom wide ballot.  Elections shall be completed no earlier than the beginning of October and no later than the end of December in each year. Each member of the Principal Executive Committee shall be elected for a three year term, and shall be entitled to stand for re-election at the end of their term. 
E 6 A 	The provisions of E6 will be suspended until October 2027.
E 7. 	If any member of the Principal Executive Committee shall die, resign, move their  primary postal address from the country or region in which they were elected or otherwise cease to be a member of the Principal Executive Committee before the expiration of their term of office, or if a vacancy remains following an election, then the Returning Officer shall organise an election for a replacement, or an election to fill the vacancy, unless the remainder of the said term of office on the date the replacement could reasonably assume office is 6 months or less from its expiration. 
E 7A.	The provisions of E7 will be suspended until January 2028. Until then, to ensure a quorum is maintained the Returning Officer shall organise any necessary ad-hoc UK wide ballots to ensure that the number of Principal Executive Committee members is ten or more.
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