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21 October 2026

Dear Registered Provider,

In follow up to previous correspondence issued on 09 April 2025 RQIA have met with the British Dental Association (BDA) to review the Authorising Engineer and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) requirements associated with a risk assessment to be undertaken in Independent Healthcare Facilities to support compliance with the HTM 03-01.

RQIA have reviewed IPC requirements and whilst we understand there is a limited number of IPC experts in the sector, the RQIA Independent Healthcare Team during routine inspections would advise providers to undertake an online search for such experts; this search will source several people offering the required expertise in Northern Ireland (NI). 

Furthermore, RQIA have sought guidance via the Infection Prevention Society (IPS) and whilst they have confirmed there is no such directory of personnel in this specialist field, they did offer a contact in the UK who may be in a position to offer advice and guidance. 

The contact person provided is Jessica Eley, who is currently Deputy Director of IPC within a community NHS provider, with a background as a qualified dental nurse and an MSc in Infection Prevention and Control. She is also currently undertaking a doctorate.  
RQIA have reached out to Jessica to outline our review of this matter and she would be happy to meet and discuss further with any provider if this would be helpful. Jessica’s contact details are: jessica.eley3@nhs.net

HTM 03-01 compliance – risk assessment method

In relation to addressing the need for an Authorising Engineer (AE), RQIA have engaged with the Department of Health (DoH) Health Estates for advice. The role of the AE is to provide independent professional subject matter advice to the organisation. The AE should have relevant demonstrable experience in the subject matter and it is suggested that a chartered mechanical engineer with knowledge in HTM 03 - 01 can undertake ventilation verification and/or support the risk assessment. In terms of confirmation of chartered status, this can be verified through:

· The Institute of Mechanical Engineering 
· The Institute of Healthcare Engineering and Estate management 
· The Chartered Institute of Building Service Engineers. 

RQIA recommend that the Risk assessment is undertaken by an independent IPC expert, Engineering expert and a Dental Professional aligned to the service. 

HTM 03-01 compliance – Ventilation method

Validation can be carried out by the chartered mechanical engineer with knowledge in HTM 03 – 01 who has designed the system.

Should you have any questions in relation to HTM 03-01 or workplace health and safety requirements please contact James Catherwood, Senior Estates Inspector, RQIA at 028 9536 8301. 


Yours sincerely



Amanda Jackson
Assistant Director, Adult Care Services
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