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Mr Tristen Kelso 
Director  
BDA Northern Ireland  
Laura.Orr@bda.org 
 

 
Castle Buildings 
Stormont Estate 
BELFAST, BT4 3SQ 
Tel: 028 9052 2556 
Email: private.office@health-ni.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Your Ref:     
Our Ref:      CORR-2854-2020 
Date:           5 October 2020 
 

Dear Tristen 

Thank you for your letter of the 3rd September in which you raise a number of concerns, 
please accept my apologies for the delay in response. 
 
I appreciate fully that delays to the implementation of pay awards can be frustrating for 
practitioners and I remain committed to improving on those delays experienced in recent 
years. Unfortunately, this is exacerbated by our system which requires not only the 
approval of the Department of Health, but also that of the Department of Finance (DoF). 
While my officials are urgently working on preparing the necessary pay remit for DoF 
approval, I am unable to make any announcement on any pay uplifts until the appropriate 
funding has been secured and revised pay scales approved by that Department. In 
relation to General Dental Services, my officials are  presently considering the 
recommendations contained within the Report, and I have asked them to share an 
indicative timeline as soon as possible, however, the immediate priority as you will 
appreciate is to finalise the strategy for the financial support of General Dental Services 
for the remainder of the financial year.  
 
Similarly, I appreciate that there is an element of frustration at the perceived pace of 
reaching a decision on the matter of remuneration for Community dentists during the 
pandemic response. Officials are currently engaging with colleagues in DoF to seek 
approval for the temporary amendment to the Community Dentists Terms and Conditions 
of Service, I believe this was communicated to you in time to update you Salaried Dentists 
Committee on 8 September. Unfortunately my Department is unable to advise any further 
until a decision from DoF has been communicated. 
 
In respect of funding for private dentistry, you will be aware that the Department of Health 
does not have the legal authority to take forward a scheme of this sort, only having powers 
to do so in respect of General Dental Services. The risk to the sustainability of mixed 
private and health services practices due to the loss of private earnings is fully 
appreciated.  As you have rightly stated I have written to the Minster for the Economy 



 

                    

suggesting that consideration be given to establishing a grant scheme to assist practices 
in respect of their lost income from private dentistry. Should the Economy Minister be 
willing to establish such a scheme I have offered the support of Business Services 
Organisation (BSO) in the administration of payments.  
 
I trust you find this response helpful. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Robin Swann MLA 
Minister of Health 
 


