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Dental Foundation Training in England 
 

Guidance on the Management of RCP Outcome 6C (COVID) 
 

The purpose of this Guidance is to implement a process to support current Foundation 
Dentists in England whose placement has been disrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic.  RCP 
Outcome 6C is designed to enable dentists to gain further experience in any competencies 
not fully demonstrated during Dental Foundation Training in a supported manner, whilst 
working in the NHS General or Personal Dental Services (GDS or PDS) or in Dental Core 
Training.  
 
Outcome 6C is available to this year’s Final RCP Stage 1 and Stage 2 Panels in England 
where the clinical training of a Foundation Dentist has been interrupted by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Where an Outcome 6C is awarded the Foundation Dentist will be given the 
opportunity to enter a period of Supervised Support as recommended by the RCP Panel and 
confirmed by the Postgraduate Dental Dean for that HEE Local Office.  The period of 
Supervised Support may take place at any location in the UK approved by the Postgraduate 
Dental Dean for the area where the Supervised Support will take place, subject to any local 
requirements set by that administration.  The requirement to undertake Supervised Support 
will also be communicated to the relevant NHS England Local or Regional Team which 
manages the NHS Performers List (or equivalent organisation in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland). 
 
To ensure consistency, all Outcome 6C recommendations will be reviewed and ratified by a 
National Review Panel (England) for Outcome 6C following the Final RCP Panel process. 
 
The purpose of a period of Supervised Support is to provide the former Foundation Dentist 
with the opportunity to demonstrate the additional competencies identified within a PDP to 
be awarded a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of DFT at a later date.  The focus of 
Supervised Support will be based on the competencies identified in the Personal 
Development Plan created as part of the Outcome 6C award. 
 
The issue of an Outcome 6C will mean that the FD is awarded a Certificate of Completion of 
Dental Foundation Training setting out those competencies demonstrated and those not 
demonstrated.  When a dentist is in a position to demonstrate the outstanding competencies, 
they will apply to the HEE Local Office where they undertook DFT to join the Supervised 
Support programme and will then be supported by a Supervisor approved by the HEE Local 
Office in the area where the supervision will take place.  Where applicable, the allocated 
practice will be entitled to receive a payment during the agreed period of Supervised Support 
from the HEE Local Office where DFT was undertaken.  
 
The maximum period of funded Supervised Support will normally be for up to five months 
from the point when the dentist is able to undertake clinical activity relevant to the 
competencies set out in their Outcome 6C Personal Development Plan.  Assessment of the 
relevant clinical activities should take place in time specifically set aside from other clinical 
activities.  Exceptionally, the period of Supervised Support may be extended with the 
agreement of the Postgraduate Dental Dean.  Where circumstances dictate (e.g. the dentist 
may enter one or more DCT posts when opportunities for Supervised Support are limited; or 
for statutory leave, or prolonged illness), the Supervised Support period may be ‘paused’ to 
allow any remaining competencies to be demonstrated later.  No payments for Supervised 
Support will be made during a period of ‘pause’. 
 
Please note that for well-founded educational reasons (such as the need to maintain 
foundation competences/capabilities) any recommended period of Supervised Support must 
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be completed by former Foundation Dentists within 24 months of the termination of Dental 
Foundation Training (i.e. by 31 August 2022).  Unless there are exceptional circumstances, 
funding for Supervised Support will not be available after that date and a Certificate of 
Satisfactory Completion of DFT will not be awarded.  Former Foundation Dentists may then 
need to consider alternative routes to demonstrate Satisfactory Completion to access or 
remain on the NHS Performers List (or equivalent organisation in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland). 
 
During the period of Supervised Support, the dentist will be required to: 

 Work an average of 7.0 hours per week under the direction of an approved 
Supervisor in a practice or location approved by a Postgraduate Dental Dean.  The 
period of Supervised Support required will be determined by the RCP Panel and 
based on the degree of further experience needed to fully demonstrate the identified 
competencies.  Where appropriate, this may be the practice where the dentist is 
working at that time.  Where allocation to an already approved practice or location is 
not possible, alternative arrangements may be agreed and approved by the 
Postgraduate Dental Dean. Supervised Support activity may be taken on a sessional 
basis or in an equivalent arrangement agreed in advance with the local 
Postgraduate Dental Dean. 

 Hold a Supervised Support Agreement with the HEE Local Office in the area where 
the dentist is working. 

 Develop, with the appointed Supervisor, a clinical programme specifically designed to 
address the elements identified in the Outcome 6C Personal Development Plan 
within the timescales of the Supervised Support period. 

 Submit the clinical programme proposal at the start of the Supervised Support period 
for approval by the Postgraduate Dental Dean (PGDD) in the area where DFT was 
undertaken.  If Supervised Support will take place in a different area to that where 
DFT was undertaken, the approved programme will be sent to the PGDD in the new 
area for information.  The HEE Local Office/Deanery where the Supervised Support 
is being undertaken will manage any day-to day issues associated with Supervised 
Support, in consultation with the original HEE Local Office if necessary.  Neither the 
Local Office/Deanery where the Supervised Support is taking place or the original 
Local Office will be responsible for the employment of the Dentist undertaking 
Supervised Support. 

 At the end of the Supervised Support period, submit evidence of achievement of the 
required competencies for review by an RCP Panel in the HEE Local Office where 
their Dental Foundation Training took place.  This RCP Panel may recommend an 
Outcome 6 (Satisfactory Completion) if the competencies have been demonstrated; 
or an extension to the period of Supervised Support; or termination of the period of 
Supervised Support 

 
Payments during a period of Supervised Support 
During the period of Supervised Support, a payment of £1000 per month will be made to the 
supervising practice to cover the costs associated with the Supervised Support programme.  
The period of Supervised Support will be set by the Final RCP Panel dependent on the 
requirements set out in the Outcome 6C Panel Report and Personal Development Plan. 
 
Dentists who receive an Outcome 6C and elect to work elsewhere in the UK may need to 
demonstrate Satisfactory Completion in accordance with the relevant administration’s 
requirements outside, or in addition to, HEE’s Supervised Support mechanism.  Where this 
is the case, Supervised Support funding may not always be available. 
 
 
Detailed Guidance on the Outcome 6C process is set out on the following pages. 
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Variations to the Final RCP Panels process in England to take account of Outcome 6C 
 
To enable the RCP process to allow Foundation Dentists to submit evidence later than 
normal due to the Covid-19 disruption and to take account of the Outcome 6C National 
Review Panel process, the following amendments have been made for this year only. 
 
Outcome 6 and Outcome 6C 

 The revised requirements for Satisfactory Completion (Outcome 6) to take account of 
the disruption to training are set out on page 6 

 An Outcome 6C will be recommended when a Foundation Dentist has completed the 
majority of the requirements for Satisfactory Completion and any missing 
requirements as a direct result of the Covid-19 disruption should be able to be 
completed within a specified period after Dental Foundation Training. 

 If it is anticipated that all required competences and prescribed elements can be 
demonstrated by 1 August 2020, an Outcome 6R (see below) should be considered. 

 The Panel should also take account of any relevant activity (clinical and non-clinical) 
during the Covid-19 pandemic period. 

 When recommending an Outcome 6C, the Panel will need to identify the specific 
elements that remain to be demonstrated and reviewed at the end of a specified 
period for Satisfactory Completion to be confirmed.  This should take the form of a 
Personal Development Plan. 

 RCP Panel Reports should include a recommendation on the maximum period of 
Supervised Support necessary to demonstrate the required elements.  The 
recommended period of Supervised Support should not exceed 5 months unless 
there are exceptional circumstances 

 All Outcome 6C recommendations will be reviewed by a National Review Panel 
(England) set up for that purpose. 

 
Outcome 6R (Demonstrated all required competences and prescribed elements subject to 
completion of identified actions) 

 This Outcome will be available to Final RCP Stage 1 Panels only and may be used 
where there is evidence that treatments started before the cessation of clinical 
activity may be completed by 1 August 2020.  Examples of this include the fitting of a 
crown or bridge, or the completion of an endodontic treatment. 

 Outcome 6R may also be used where it is anticipated that some or all prescribed 
elements may be able to be undertaken and completed by 1 August 2020. 

 Outcome 6R evidence will be assessed by a Panel which should consist of the HEE 
Local Office Associate Dean for Dental Foundation Training and a TPD who is not 
the TPD for the FD’s Scheme. 

 Outcome 6R Assessors can make the following recommendations: 
o Outcome 6 (Demonstrated all required competencies and prescribed 

elements) or, 
o Outcome 6C (Demonstrated all competences and prescribed elements 

subject to completion of identified actions). 
 All Outcome 6C recommendations will be reviewed by a National Review Panel 

(England) set up for that purpose. 
 

Final RCP – Stages 1 and 2 
 

 Stage 1 and Stage 2 RCP Panels will ‘meet’ remotely should circumstances dictate. 
 

 Additional Available Outcome 6C: Demonstrated all competences and 
prescribed elements subject to completion of identified actions 
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 See Outcome descriptor on page 5 for details 
 In all cases where an Outcome 6C is recommended, the RCP Panel must 

complete a report documenting the reasons for the decision and specifying 
the outstanding requirements to demonstrate Satisfactory Completion.  This 
document will form part of the material reviewed by the National Review 
Panel (England). 

 
 Additional material to be reviewed for all Foundation Dentists 

 Educational Supervisor’s detailed structured report 
 Training Programme Director’s structured report including items specific to 

Outcome 6C 
 
National Review Panel (England) for Outcome 6C 

 All Outcome 6C decisions by RCP Panels in England will be reviewed and ratified by 
a National Review Panel set up for that purpose.  The recommendations of the 
Panel, including any variations to the original Panel decision, must be recorded on 
the relevant RCP form.  The National Review Panel will ‘meet’ remotely should 
circumstances dictate. 

 
 Panel composition 

o The National Review Panel will consist of the following panel members: 
 Lead Dean for DFT or their nominated deputy (Chair) 
 Two Postgraduate Dental Deans from other Deanery/HEE Local 

Offices 
 Lay member and/or other external representative 

o Where the Outcome 6C decisions are being considered from the same 
Deanery/Local Office as one of the Panel members then that Panel Member 
should be substituted by an Associate Dean from a different Deanery/Local 
Office appointed for that purpose. 

 
 Material to be reviewed 

 Outcome 6C report(s) from the Deanery/Local Office Review Panel(s) 
 Educational Supervisor’s detailed structured report 
 Training Programme Director’s structured report including items specific to 

Outcome 6C. 
 

 Options available to the National Review Panel 
 Ratify Outcome 6C without amendment or, 
 Amend Outcome 6C requirements or, 
 Amend Outcome 6C to Outcome 6 (Satisfactory Completion) or, 
 Amend Outcome 6C to Outcome 3 (Inadequate progress by the Foundation 

Dentist – additional training time required). 
 
Where the original Outcome 6C is not ratified, the Panel must state the reasons in 
the Panel Report. 

 
Appeals Process 
 
Foundation Dentists who are awarded an Outcome 6C have the right of appeal.  The 
process for appeal is set out in the Dental Blue Guide and appeals will be carried out in 
accordance with the Standard Operating Procedures of HEE Local Offices, or equivalent. 
 
Subsequent Assessment of Outcome 6C Evidence 
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 Dentists undertaking Supervised Support will be able to submit evidence to 
demonstrate competency in the requirements set by the RCP Panels.  This evidence 
must be submitted to the Local Office where the dentist undertook Dental Foundation 
Training and will be reviewed by a Final RCP Stage 2 Panel set up by that Local 
Office. 
 

 Assessment of Outcome 6C evidence will be limited to the former Foundation 
Dentist’s submission of evidence against one or more specific requirements set by a 
Final RCP (Stage 1 or 2) panel and will determine whether or not a former 
Foundation Dentist receives a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of Dental 
Foundation Training (CSCDFT). 

 
 Evidence must be submitted by the former Foundation Dentist awarded an Outcome 

6C for review before the end of the allotted Supervised Support time to demonstrate 
to an FRCP Panel in the original Deanery/Local Office that the requirements set in 
connection with an Outcome 6C award have been met.  Where all requirements have 
been demonstrated, the Panel will recommend that an Outcome 6 is confirmed and a 
Certificate of Satisfactory Completion of Dental Foundation Training (CSCDFT) 
issued. 

 
 FRCP Panels to consider the submission of Outcome 6C evidence will be convened 

at the discretion of the local Postgraduate Dental Dean.  For convenience and 
efficiency, the frequency of Panel meetings may depend on the number of 
submissions received but should not be longer than 8 weeks after submission. 

 
Outcome 6C Descriptor 
 

Outcome and 
Descriptor 

Detail 
Applicable 
to Panel(s) 

Outcome 6C  
Demonstrated 
all required 
competences 
and prescribed 
elements 
subject to 
completion of 
identified 
actions 

The Panel will recommend that the Foundation Dentist 
should complete the specified missing requirements to 
demonstrate Satisfactory Completion (Outcome 6) within 
a specified period after Dental Foundation Training. 
Suitability for the award of an Outcome 6 will be subject 
to review before the end of the specified period. 
The panel recommend that FD is able to work 
unsupervised in NHS primary dental care services but 
requires focussed development of identified competency 
elements to gain proficiency in those areas. 

Final RCP 
Stages 1 
and 2 
 
Final RCP 
Stage 2 
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Final RCP – Revised Minimum Requirements for Satisfactory Completion 
(Outcome 6) 

 
Revised Minimum Requirements Justification 

NON-CLINICAL   

ADEPT – completed by both 
FD and ES 

12 

Clinical activity stopped 21 March 2020. However, could 
do ADEPT on relevant experience (e.g. triaging). Portfolio 
states 18 by Month 9 so should have minimum of 12 by 
Month 7. 
Where the opportunity to undertake further ADEPTs 
exists, these should be undertaken to assist in the FD’s 
learning. 

CbD – completed by both FD 
and ES 

10 
See paragraph 2.3 of ‘Guidance for DFT Educational 
Supervisors to support 2020 Final Review of Competency 
and Progression (FRCP) Stage 1’ document 

12 Clinical Competencies 
assessed by either CbD and/or 
ADEPT (see competency 
assessed section of DFT 
portfolio) 

All 
completed 
(min 1 for 

each) 

Can be met via CbD during COVID 19 period 

All competencies under 
Management & Leadership 
met 

All met at 
least once 

These elements should have been undertaken irrespective 
of the lack of clinical activity 

Tutorials completed by both 
FD and ES 

Min 40 Should still be undertaken during COVID 19 period 

Study Day reflections 
completed by FD and TPD 

25 
Reflections should have been completed for all Study 
Days attended 

Reflective logs completed by 
FD, ES and TPD 

18 
Should still be undertaken during COVID 19 period.  May 
include activities undertaken elsewhere which included 
relevant learning opportunities 

Learning needs completed 

Minimum 15 
learning 
needs 

generated  

Learning needs completed in line with expectations for 
independent practice and reflective of DFT curriculum.  
Learning needs identified and completed as a result of 
Covid-19 activity may be included 

Audit/projects/cases relevant 
to region 

Yes 
Can be non-clinical audit cases or if redeployed 
extensively, then a reflective account 

TPD FRCP Report Yes  

ES FRCP Report Yes Including the Supplementary Report for all FDs 

CLINICAL   

Dentures 7 
Mixture of partial and complete.  If not completed, the 
reasons for non-completion and the stage reached should 
be stated* 

RCT 
6 (min 1 

multirooted) 
If not completed, the reasons for non-completion and the 
stage reached should be stated* 

Crown/onlays 3 
Expected minimum at Interim RCP. If not completed, the 
reasons for non-completion and the stage reached should 
be stated* e.g. may not have had time to fit crowns, etc. 
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Posterior fillings 50 
Expected minimum at Interim RCP (February) -40.  
Practices closed 21 March 

Extractions 30 Includes buried roots 

Surgical extraction 1 
To include section of crown and division of roots to allow 
elevation & extraction (without raising flap) 

Bridges 1 Conventional or Resin-Bonded 

BSA UDAs 500 
Expected minimum at Interim RCP (February) – 300.  
Practices closed 21 March** 

* Where it is possible to complete the treatment before the end of the DFT year, this should be noted in the 
e-Portfolio 
Where additional UDAs have been competed before the end of the DFT year, this should be noted in the 
e-Portfolio 

 


