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Scottish Council met by videoconference on Thursday 1 December 2022. 
 
1. Deceased Former Members of the BDA in Scotland 
Council members expressed their sadness and held a minute’s silence for Professor John 
Radford who died in a car crash on 22 November 2022.  Professor Radford was a Senior 
Clinical Lecturer and Honorary Consultant at Dundee Dental School but laterally held a post 
in Cardiff which started in September 2021.   
 
2. Scottish Council Constitution 
The Scottish Council Constitution Working Group held its first meeting on 16 November 
2022.  The group was set up to consider the Scottish Council constitution in more detail, 
including the current remit, membership, and quorum.  A report of the meeting and proposed 
changes to the constitution put forward by the working group would be discussed at the next 
meeting of Scottish Council in March before being sent to the BDA Principal Executive 
Committee for approval. 
 
3. General Dental Service 
 
Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary 
The Scottish Dental Practice Committee Executive Sub-committee met with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Social Care, Humza Yousaf on 7 September to discuss the need 
for ongoing financial support for dental practices with the prospect of the removal of the 
multiplier pandemic support.  At the meeting, the Cabinet Secretary said that he recognised 
the cumulative pressures dentists were facing including the cost-of-living crisis and 
increased costs in both energy and recruitment. 
 
Extension of Financial Support 
On 23 September, the Cabinet Secretary wrote to the profession  outlining how contract 
holders would receive temporary 'bridging' funding, following cessation of the multiplier.  The 
new bridging payment uplifted NHS fees at a rate of 1.2 for the next three months, falling to 
1.1 for the period up to April 2023.  It was noted that SDPC subsequently agreed that the 
bridging payments were insufficient to sustain all the treatments currently available in the 
SDR. 
 
Annual Pay and Expenses Uplift 
in October, BDA Scotland received a memorandum confirming an amendment to the SDR 
for general dental practitioners (GDPs) and advising that a pay award of 4.5% for GDPs 
would be implemented with effect from 1 November 2022. The award applies to gross item 
of service fees as well as capitation and continuing care payments.  The increase does not 
factor in escalating costs such as inflation, energy price increases, growing laboratory costs 
and higher staff wages. 
 
GDS contract reform – Scottish Government survey and Advisory Group 
The Scottish Government has set up an Advisory Group to consider its survey report and 
provide clinical advice on the treatment items that should be available in a revised 
Determination I of the Statement of Dental Remuneration (SDR).  The Advisory Group is 

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Documents/Scotland-Letter-to-NHS-Dental-Teams-Cabinet-Secretary-for-HandSC-Dental-Financial-Support-23-Sept-2022.pdf
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Pages/Scotland-Temporary-lifeline-will-not-save-sinking-NHS-service.aspx
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Documents/PCAD20228-Amendment-No.-158-to-the-SDR-Pay-Award-for-GDPs-25-October-2022-MEMORANDUM%20(3).pdf
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Pages/Scotland-4.5-percent-pay-award-confirmed-for-GDPs.aspx
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made up of GDPs, Dental Care Professionals and Specialists. It will provide short life 
consultative comments and advice to the Chief Dental Officer (CDO) about the development 
and shape of a revised Determination I.  
 
It was noted that the CDO has invited the Chair and Vice Chair of SDPC and the BDA 
Scotland Director to engage in a series of meetings to discuss the outcome of the advisory 
workshops.  The first meeting will be held on 7 December 2022. 
 
4. Public Dental Service 
 
Unregistered and Emergency Patients 
It was reported that the number of patients seeking out-of-hours (OOH) emergency care 
remained high placing pressure on both NHS24 and OOH teams. The number of registered 
patients accessing OOH care was significant. Referrals to the PDS were also increasing.  
Continuing de-registrations from the GDS also continued, increasing the numbers of 
unregistered patients reaching out to PDS services for emergency care.   
 
Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
SPDSC is still seeking a meeting of the Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum to discuss several 
issues including PDS Terms and Conditions, the introduction of an Extended Competency 
Point for PDS dentists, and an Indicative Training Allowance.  It is hoped this meeting will 
take place early in the new year. 
 
PDS participation in the dental Out-of-Hours service  
SPDSC had expressed concern for some time about the proposed participation of PDS 
dentists in out-of-hours service in one NHS Board.  This was a fundamental change to PDS 
Terms and Conditions.  At the end of August, a letter was sent by the Chair of SPDSC to the 
Director of Dentistry in the Board concerned voicing concern that the BDA as the recognised 
trade union had not been consulted about these proposals in advance and no consultation 
paper had been received.  A response from the Board has been received which indicates 
they are currently in dialogue with staff with BDA involvement in order to reach a satisfactory 
outcome for all parties involved. 
 
5. Hospital Dental Service 
 
Referendum on proposed new contract package for SAS dentists 
The BDA has been working with BMA Scotland's Scottish Specialist, Associate Specialist 
and Specialty Doctors Committee (SSASC) looking at the contract package for SAS doctors 
and dentists.  SSASC has been negotiating with Scottish Government and NHS employers 
in Scotland on potential new contract terms and conditions for SAS doctors and dentists.  
They have presented the BMA with a full and final offer on two contracts – a new specialty 
doctor contract and a specialist grade contract.   

It was noted that the BMA has put this package to a referendum of their own members and 
the BDA has recommended that SAS dentists whose contract is impacted by this change 
vote to accept the deal as part of this referendum process.  An email was sent to members 
on how to take part in the ballot, which closed on Friday 18 November.  

Referrals to Secondary Care 
It was reported that SHDRG again expressed concern about the huge backlog of referrals to 
secondary care and that numbers were increasing steadily.  
 
6. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
The Chair of Scottish Council wrote to Humza Yousaf, Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Social Care in September urging the Scottish Government to take a strong lead in finally 
tackling the long-standing problem of lengthy waiting lists for paediatric extractions under 

file:///C:/Users/charlotte.waite/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/I7D50MEC/Referendum%20on%20proposed%20new%20contract%20package%20for%20SAS%20dentists
file:///C:/Users/charlotte.waite/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/I7D50MEC/Referendum%20on%20proposed%20new%20contract%20package%20for%20SAS%20dentists
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general anaesthetic.  Scottish Council invited Mr Yousaf to meet with Scottish Council 
members and the BDA to discuss this serious matter.  Mr Yousaf has asked Maree Todd 
MSP, Minister of Public Health, Women’s Health and Sport to meet with the BDA/Scottish 
Council on his behalf and Ms Todd has accepted the invitation.  The meeting will be 
arranged in due course.  
 
7. Date of Next Meeting 
The next Scottish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 16 March 2023 and will be a 
face-to-face meeting. 
 
 
 
Robert Donald 
Chair, Scottish Council 
December 2022 
 


