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Phil Grigor, National Director BDA Scotland welcomed everyone to the first Scottish Council 
meeting of the new triennium, held on Thursday 22 March 2018 at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 
Dunblane Hydro. 
 
1. Elections 
 
1.1 Chair 
Robert Donald was elected unopposed as the Chair of Scottish Council. 
 
1.2 Vice-Chair 
David Cross was elected unopposed as Vice-Chair.   
 
1.3 Representatives to Other Committees 
Members of Scottish Council nominated themselves as representatives to attend other BDA 
committees and internal and external working groups. 
 
1.4 Vacant Seats 
A further BDA nationwide election had taken place during February and March and there 
remained two vacant seats for East Branch, one for North Branch and one for West Branch.  
It was not intended to fill these seats.  
 
2. One Minute Silence for Deceased BDA Members 
The committee observed a minute’s silence out of respect for deceased BDA members since 
the last Scottish Council meeting was held. 
 
3. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan 
The committee discussed the content of the Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement 
Plan (OHIP), with the majority believing it to be an aspirational document, but lacking in 
detail.  Members were disappointed that there were no proposals to implement water 
fluoridation.  Concerns were raised regarding the lack of detail about training and a clinical 
network for the new domiciliary care provision.  Additional concerns were noted about the 
suggested move away from regular scale and polish treatments, to extend regular six 
monthly dental check-ups for those patients not at risk from oral disease up to an interval of 
24 months. 
 
Scottish Council agreed that the positive sections of the document included plans to extend 
Childsmile to all children; to review the out-dated Statement of Dental Remuneration; 
proposals to introduce an Occupational Health Service for GDPs and members of the dental 
team; and the assurance that oral cancer clinical pathways across Scotland improved. 
 
The committee agreed to seek an early meeting with Shona Robison, MSP, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport, and the Chief Dental Officer to discuss the OHIP. 
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It was noted that BDA Scotland was currently conducting an online survey for BDA members 
and non-members to gauge their views about the proposed changes outlined in the plan, 
and whether they have any concerns.  
 
4. Scottish Council Oral Cancer Working Group 
D Cross provided a brief review of the work of the working group to date, including the 
campaign undertaken by the BDA in late autumn 2017, his meeting with A Sarwar, MSP, 
Scottish Labour Party and a motion about oral cancer which had been signed by 33 MSPs.  
It was agreed that D Cross would continue to Chair the Group and that the three BDA 
Scotland committee Chairs would also attend.  M Elkhazindar and L Cross, from the Scottish 
Committee for Hospital Dental Services Reference Group would share attendance between 
themselves.  Work will move forward in liaison with general medical practitioners, 
pharmacists and a further BDA event to be held at Holyrood. 
 
5. Paediatric Extractions by General Anaesthetic – Extended Waiting Times 
It was noted that the Scottish Dental Practice Committee had raised the matter of long 
waiting times in NHS Greater and Glasgow with Scottish Government and subsequently the 
General Manager, Oral Health Directorate, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, who had been 
asked to respond directly to BDA Scotland. A response was awaited.  G Smith also noted 
that he was aware of long waiting times elsewhere across Scotland due to a lack of theatre 
availability.  It was agreed the matter would be taken up with Scottish Government. 
 
6. General Dental Council Meeting in Scotland 
It was noted that the GDC would be holding a meeting and workshop at the Playfair Library, 
Edinburgh on 20 and 21 June 2018. The Chairs of the three BDA Scotland craft committees 
and the National Director BDA Scotland would be invited to join a key stakeholders meeting 
on 20 June 2018 and observers would be welcome to attend an open session the following 
day. 
 
7. Duty of Candour Regulations  
The Chair referred to a report of a meeting he had attended about The Duty of Candour 
Procedure (Scotland) Regulations in February 2018.  The regulations come into effect on 1 
April 2018.  Questions had been raised as to who the ‘responsible’ person would be within a 
dental practice, and it had later been learned that the whole dental practice would be 
responsible. The committee had concerns that a dental practice was considered an entity. 
NHS Education for Scotland was currently running an online course to support organisations 
ahead of implementation.  
 
7. Consultations 
The BDA has responded to several consultations.  Copies of the responses can be found at: 
https://www.bda.org/scottishcouncil-consultations  
 
8. Ongoing Items for Future Discussion 
Review of Oral Medicine Services in Scotland 
Minamata Treaty – Phase Down of Amalgam 
DDRB 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016 
 
9. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will take place on 16 August 2018 at 13:30hrs at DoubleTree by Hilton, 
Dunblane Hydro. 
 
Robert Donald  
Chair, Scottish Council 
March 2018 
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