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Scottish Council met by videoconference on Thursday 17 March 2022.  
 
1. Elections, 
Chair and Vice Chair  
Robert Donald was re-elected unopposed as the Chair of Scottish Council, and Carly Fraser 
was elected unopposed as Vice Chair.  
 
Representatives to Other Committees 
Members of Scottish Council self-nominated as representatives to sit on other BDA 
committees and on various internal and external working groups. 
 
2. Engagement with Scottish Government 
Council members discussed concerns about the level of support, communication and 
meaningful engagement from the Scottish Government and agreed to revisit the issue in the 
next few weeks. 
 
3. Communication between BDA Scottish committees  
There was a lengthy discussion about the role of Scottish Council and to what degree 
Council should be kept informed of the work of the two BDA Scotland negotiating 
committees – the Scottish Dental Practice Committee (SDPC) and the Scottish Public Dental 
Service Committee (SPDSC).   
 
There was agreement that Scottish Council had an overarching role and that the Chair and 
Vice Chair should be kept abreast of any decisions made by SDPC and SPDSC. It was 
accepted that many issues were confidential and should only be discussed within these 
committees until decisions had been reached.    
 
4. General Dental Service 
 
Dental Sustainability Funding and FAQs on the revised payment arrangements  
Following advice from BDA Scotland that the interim funding model (to be introduced in 
April) could attract a number of queries, Scottish Government have produced an initial 
document to help the profession adapt to the changes. The BDA will send further queries to 
Scottish Government to update the document. 
 
Scottish Government recently wrote to the profession to outline details of the £5 million 
dental sustainability funding allocated to NHS practices. It was noted that this funding would 
only apply to committed NHS dental practices to help meet the costs of a Legionella Risk 
Assessment, and (for example) to provide additional NHS hygienist and nurse sessions.  
 
Ventilation improvement / red band handpiece allowance 
After BDA Scotland raised concerns with Scottish Government, funding for ventilation and 
electric speed adjusting (red band) handpieces was extended to help cover the maintenance 
costs of equipment that has been damaged due to additional cleaning because of increased 
Covid-19 protocols. It was noted that major differences between company quotes, and the 

https://www.bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/FAQ-on-Revised-Payment-Arrangements-8-March-2022.pdf
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cost and restrictions in some practices appeared to have been the biggest barriers in 
preventing uptake of the grant. 
 
ARHAI guidance and SOPs 
In December the Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare-Associated Infections (ARHAI) 
Group published updated infection prevention and control guidance which recommended 
limited changes to the protocols for primary care dentistry. NHS Scotland subsequently 
issued revised Standard Operating Procedures for dental teams.  
 
PPE 
It was noted that BDA Scotland staff continue to meet with the Director of Dentistry, National 
Services Scotland on a regular basis to discuss PPE concerns raised by members.  
 
Abusive Patients 
Council discussed abusive patient behaviour which was increasing and having a negative 
impact on staff morale across the dental profession. Council agreed that abuse should not 
be tolerated. It was noted that SDPC had already raised this issue with Scottish 
Government, and that it would be useful to discuss a potential joint approach with other 
independent contractor groups.  
 
5. Public Dental Service 
 
Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
At the last meeting of SPDSC in February, members continued to express concern about the 
lengthy waiting times for paediatric extractions under general anaesthetic. The committee 
would look to gather robust data to provide evidence to Scottish Government on the extent 
and seriousness of this issue. Council agree that short, medium and long-term solutions 
were required.  
 
Unregistered and Emergency Patients 
It was reported that SPDSC continue to be concerned about the growing number of 
unregistered patients being treated by the PDS and the huge backlog of unmet dental care 
need which had continued to increase across Scotland. With some general dental practices 
moving to treat more patients privately, this would adversely affect the PDS, and the backlog 
would continue to increase. By providing emergency clinics for unregistered patients, the 
PDS has been unable to treat many of their own vulnerable patients.  
 
6. Hospital Dental Service 
 
SAS contract referendum / ballot 
The BMA has resumed discussions with the Scottish Government and NHS Scotland 
employers on SAS contract reform in Scotland. SAS dentists are represented by the BMA in 
these discussions. It was noted that progress to date had been generally positive and 
moving in the right direction. A ballot would take place later in the year.  
 
Director of Dentistry Posts 
BDA Scotland wrote to Scottish Government in January asking when the Directory of 
Dentistry (DoD) appointments would end, and if the posts would be advertised or rolled on 
into another year. Scottish Government subsequently confirmed that generic role 
descriptions for DoDs did not state a specific time period for the role and that any review 
process was a matter for NHS Boards. 
 
BDA Scotland also raised concerns with Scottish Government about DoDs line managing 
hospital dental staff in some Boards. It was agreed at the Scottish Hospital Dental Reference 
Group meeting that this disconnected dentistry from the rest of the hospital, and that 
management and appraisals should be carried out by another hospital staff member, ideally 
one who managed doctors. Scottish Government responded stating that the management 
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structures within NHS Boards (including line management and accountability) were not 
determined or influenced by Scottish Government. 
 
Council agreed it would be beneficial to arrange a meeting with the DoDs to discuss their 
roles.  
 
7. Political Developments 
A debate on the future of NHS Dentistry in Scotland was held at the Scottish Parliament on 
23 February 2022. BDA Scotland provided a briefing paper for opposition MSPs in advance 
of the debate. The motion was tabled by the Scottish Conservatives and backed by both 
Scottish Labour and Liberal Democrat but Scottish Government MSPs secured a majority for 
a government amendment.  It was noted that the debate received good political and media 
coverage. 
 
8. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
The BDA submitted written UK-wide evidence to the Doctors and Dentists Review Body in 
January. BDA representatives would attend an oral evidence session in April. 
 
9. Water Fluoridation 
It was reported that BDA Scotland had recently sent a letter to the Director of Public Health 
in each territorial NHS Board to gauge local support for water fluoridation. Responses are 
awaited. 
 
BDA Scotland had also written to the Scottish Greens’ Health Spokesperson to clarify their 
party’s stance on water fluoridation, and a parliamentary question on water fluoridation had 
recently been asked in the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Council agreed that water fluoridation was a cost-effective, evidence-based preventive 
measure and could dramatically improve the oral health of young people in the most 
deprived areas. It could also complement the Childsmile programme and should be 
introduced where practical and appropriate for local needs. 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Scottish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 18 August 2022 by 
videoconference. 

 

 
 
Robert Donald 
Chair, Scottish Council 
March 2022 


