
 

 

 
Scottish Council met on Thursday 12 December 2019 at the Doubletree by Hilton, Dunblane 
Hydro.   
 
1. Presentation by T Scott, GDC Director, Fitness to Practise (FtP) 
T Scott GDC Director, Fitness to Practice provided members with an update on the GDC’s 
move to more “upstream” regulation and other reforms. Council queried the continued 
shortfall against the regulator’s FtP Key Performance Indicators and other aspects of the 
GDC’s performance. Members also expressed concerns about vexatious complaints to the 
GDC by patients and other dentists.  
 
2. New Chief Dental Officer  
BDA Scotland was informed on 15 October that Tom Ferris, the Interim Chief Dental Officer 
had been offered and accepted the substantive post of Chief Dental Officer. 

 
3. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan 

BDA Scotland representatives attended the Scottish Government Co-Design event on 6 
September to discuss proposals for the ‘new model of care’ which would involve the 
introduction of an Oral Health Risk Assessment (OHRA), a review the Statement of Dental 
Remuneration (SDR) and related OHIP actions. This will be the next phase in the 
Government’s OHIP. Scottish Government has set up an OHRA design group and a group 
which will review the SDR; the BDA will be represented on both groups.  A third group which 
will consider financial issues has yet to be established. 

 

The Scottish Dental Practice Committee has convened a working group (including 
representation from the Scottish Public Dental Service Committee) to build on its previous 
work on developing an OHRA and reviewing the SDR to ensure the BDA is contributing 
proactively and constructively to the new arrangements. 

 

4. Care of the Elderly 
It was noted that care of the elderly will be one of BDA Scotland’s priorities in 2020. 
Members agreed to invite M Edwards, Consultant in Dental Public Health, NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran, who is also the Caring for Smiles Programme manager to the next meeting of BDA 
Scottish Council to be held on 19 March 2020. 
 
5. Oral Cancer Working Group  
In August, Scottish Government formally informed NHS Boards that the HPV vaccination 
programme would be offered to boys in S1 during the 2019/20 academic year. BDA Scotland 
welcomed the announcement but has called on Scottish Government to introduce a catch-up 
programme for older boys. Unfortunately, Scottish Government along with the other UK 
administrations have decided not to offer this. A number of Parliamentary Questions were 
asked on the BDA’s behalf on the HPV vaccination programme at the end of last year and 
this matter will be raised at a meeting with J FitzPatrick, Minister for Public Health, Sport and 
Wellbeing on 30 January 2020. 
 



 

 

6. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
BDA Scotland has longstanding concerns about lengthy waiting times of paediatric 
extractions under general anaesthetic in some NHS Boards. BDA Scotland issued a 
Freedom of Information request to all NHS Boards in December to request details about the 
scale of the problem in their areas. The data will be used to establish a robust evidence 
base, to raise the issue at a national level and to call for urgent action to tackle lengthy 
waiting times. 
 
6. Future Leaders Fellowship Programme 
As part of the OHIP (Action 32), Scottish Government will commission NHS Education for 
Scotland to develop a General Dental Practitioner Fellowship Programme to enhance clinical 
skills, develop quality improvement skills and support remote and rural working. It is 
proposed that this will be a one-year Clinical Leadership Programme with posts offered on a 
part-time basis. The programme will be aimed at experienced clinicians who have worked in 
general dental practice for a minimum of five years (WTE). 

 
7. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Scottish Council will take place on 19 March 2020 at 13:30hrs at the 
BDA Scotland office. 
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