
 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

18 September 2018 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met on 18 September 2018 at the BDA 
Scotland office in Stirling. 
 
1. Meetings with the Chief Dental Officer and Cabinet Secretary for Health & Sport 
Representatives from the BDA’s Scottish Council met with the Chief Dental Officer on Monday 
27 August 2018. The main item for discussion was the Scottish Government’s Oral Health 
Improvement Plan (OHIP) and its implementation and funding.  

Council representatives were due to meet with Jeane Freeman, Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Sport, on Wednesday 12 September 2018. However, due to parliamentary pressures, the 
meeting was cancelled at short notice. It will be arranged in due course. 
 
2. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP) 
In recent months, BDA Scotland had published a series of blogs about the OHIP, including the 
report of the survey of dentists’ views of the plan’s proposals. An open letter was sent by the 
Chair of Scottish Council to the Cabinet Secretary for Health & Sport about funding specific 
aspects of the plan. A reply was received but there was little progress to report on the 
implementation of the plan, including the Scottish Government’s initial priorities.  

D Adams reported that she had joined the Scottish Government’s Implementation Steering 
Group. The group’s recent meeting focused on domiciliary care (training GDPs to deliver care in 
care homes) and a communication strategy for the OHIP.  
 
3. External Reviews of the PDS in Scotland 
An external review of management structures in NHS Lothian will be undertaken following the 
merger of the Public Dental Service (PDS) and the Edinburgh Dental Institute to become the 
Oral Health Service. A timescale for the review has yet to be determined. 

In NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, a long-planned review of the PDS will be carried out. 
 
4. Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
The next meeting of the SJNF will be held on 1 October 2018. The main item for discussion will 
be the OHIP, including the latest discussions of the Implementation Steering Group, proposals 
around domiciliary care and the training and funding of enhanced skills practitioners, and the 
plans to appoint permanent Directors of Dentistry in NHS Boards. The funding of PDS services, 
waiting times for paediatric extractions under general anaesthetic, and ‘7000’ codes which 
record PDS activity will also be discussed. 
 
5. Paediatric Extractions by General: Extended Waiting Times 
At the Scottish Conference of LDCs in April 2018, the Chair of the BDA’s Scottish Dental 



 

 

Practice Committee had asked the then Cabinet Secretary for Health & Sport about the 
extended waiting times in some NHS Boards and the lack of response to BDA Scotland’s 
request to resolve the issue. Ms Robison was concerned to hear that children can wait up to six 
months for treatment whilst in pain and gave her assurance that if the matter required to be 
escalated to her office, she would personally intervene. 

BDA Scotland has since carried out a survey on behalf of SPDSC requesting information on 
waiting times across all NHS Boards in Scotland. This issue will be raised at the SJNF meeting 
on 1 October 2018. 
 

6. Minamata Convention on Amalgam 
An EU Directive placed a legally-binding obligation to terminate the use of dental amalgam in 
deciduous teeth for children under 15 years of age and for pregnant and breastfeeding women 
came into force on 1 July 2018. Further information can be found at:   
http://www.sdcep.org.uk/published-guidance/dental-amalgam/   
 

Scottish Government issued PCA(2018)(D)8 and Memorandum on the ‘Phasing down of Dental 
Amalgam’ on 15 June 2018 which listed the revised fees for non-amalgam restorations:  
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2018(D)08.pdf. Following a number of queries from 
members, BDA Scotland secured clarification from the Scottish Government and PSD on ‘resin’ 
restorations. 
 
7. Pay Award for NHS Staff 
The Review Body on Doctors’ and Dentists’ Remuneration 46th report was published on 24 July 
2018. The Scottish Government subsequently announced that salaried dentists earning less 
than £80,000 will receive a 3% increase in 2018/19. Those earning £80,000 and above will 
receive a flat increase of £1,600. This reflects the increase awarded to Agenda for Change staff. 
The uplift will be backdated to 1 April 2018. 
 
8. Scottish Council Oral & Oropharyngeal Cancer Working Group 
BDA Scotland is holding an event at the Scottish Parliament on Tuesday 13 November 2018 to 
raise awareness of mouth cancer. The event will be sponsored by Anas Sarwar MSP, Shadow 
Health Spokesperson, Scottish Labour, and will link in with Mouth Cancer Action Month.  
https://www.dentalhealth.org/mouth-cancer-action-month . 
 

BDA Scottish Council’s Oral & Oropharyngeal Cancer Working Group is drafting an Oral Cancer 
Plan including a referral pathway which will be launched in November 2018 to coincide with the 
event. BDA Scotland has issued a survey to dentists in Scotland seeking their view on oral 
cancer issues which will feed in to the Oral Cancer Plan. 
 
9. Ongoing and Future Items of Discussion 
‘7000’ codes 
SPDSC Policy Document 
 

10. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 26 February 2018 at 14:00hrs at the BDA Scotland 
office. 

 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
September 2018 
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