
 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

26 February 2019 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met on 26 February 2019 at the BDA 
Scotland office in Stirling. 
 
1. Chief Dental Officer (Scotland) 
Concerns were raised about the lack of the progress by Scottish Government on the recruitment 
of a new Chief Dental Officer (CDO). The previous CDO, Margie Taylor announced her plans to 
retire in mid-June 2018, and left the post in mid-December. It was now over eight months since 
the announcement, and the post had still not been advertised. The committee noted that BDA 
Scotland had written to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on the matter. A reply was 
awaited. 
 
2. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP)  
Scottish Government published PCA(D)(2019)(3) on 19 February 2019 setting out progress with 
the Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP) to date and outlining the various phases for 
implementing the 41 actions in the Plan.  SPDSC was concerned about the lack of detail about 
how the 41 Actions will be funded. 
It was noted that BDA Scotland had received the Director of Dentistry job descriptions from 
Scottish Government. 
SPDSC discussed the final draft of the Scottish Government Domiciliary Care Specification 
document. Members had previously commented on a previous draft. It was noted that the 
training programme for the new enhanced skills general dental practitioners (GDPs) would be 
provided by NHS Education for Scotland, initially with two cohorts of 20 participants. The training 
is due to begin in the spring and the programme will last approximately 3-5 months. SPDSC was 
concerned about some aspects of the mentoring and accreditation of the new enhanced skills 
GDPs to be carried out by Public Dental Service (PDS) dentists.   
 
3. External Reviews of the PDS in Scotland 
An external review of management structures in NHS Lothian was currently being undertaken 
following the merger of the PDS and Edinburgh Dental Institute to become the Oral Health 
Service.    
In NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, a long-planned review of the PDS will be carried out but no 
timescales had yet been decided.    

4. Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
At the request of Scottish Government, the meeting of SJNF due to be held on 18 March 2019 
will be cancelled. A rescheduled meeting date is still to be agreed to discuss future 
arrangements for SJNF/ Scottish Government business, together with a number of strategic 
PDS issues. 

https://www.scottishdental.org/oral-health-improvement-plan-feb-2019/


 

 

 
5. Paediatric Extractions by General: Extended Waiting Times 
SPDSC continue to be concerned about the long waiting times for paediatric extractions under 
general anaesthetic in some NHS Boards. J Freeman, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, 
had attended a full theatre list session for dental extractions under general anaesthetic to see at 
first hand the traumatic nature of this procedure.   
It was noted that the BDA Scottish Dental Practice Committee members had concerns about 
information which had been provided by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to Scottish 
Government regarding referral and assessment to treatment waiting times. BDA Scotland would 
be writing to NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde seeking clarification and resolutions. 
 
6. Minamata Convention on Amalgam 
It was reported that Scottish Government had agreed to review the revised fees for resin 
restorations in summer 2019 (12 months after they were introduced) and that BDA Scotland and 
SDPC would seek evidence-based data to reflect the additional time required to place the 
restorations. 
 
7. HPV Vaccine for boys in Scotland 
in 2018, Scottish Government announced it would implement a HPV (human papillomavirus) 
vaccination programme for boys and that it aimed to implement the programme as soon as 
possible.  BDA Scotland is urging Scottish Government to set out clear timescales for 
implementation and include a catch-up programme for all boys of appropriate age.   
 
8. Ongoing and Future Items of Discussion 
‘7000’ codes 
SPDSC Policy Document 
PDS Educational Events 
 

9. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 June 2019 at 14:00hrs at the BDA Scotland office. 

 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
March 2019 


