
 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

26 June 2018 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met on 26 June 2018 at the BDA 
Scottish office in Stirling. 
 
1. Scottish Government: Oral Health Improvement Plan 
The committee discussed the Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP) 
including the issues affecting the Public Dental Service (PDS).  The results of the recent BDA 
Scotland survey of dentists working in Scotland were also discussed and a survey report was 
published in June along with a blog by Phil Grigor, National Director, BDA Scotland. The BDA 
also issued a news release on the headline results from the survey, and the associated press 
coverage included comments from Margie Taylor, Chief Dental Officer (CDO) for Scotland. 
 
The committee was concerned about the lack of early BDA involvement in implementing the plan 
and that a Scottish Government Steering Group had been set up without any BDA/BDA 
committee representation.   The Chair of SPDSC would attend a meeting with the CDO along 
with the Chair and Vice-Chair of BDA Scottish Council, the Chairs of the other BDA Scottish 
committees, and the National Director later in the summer to discuss the OHIP and its 
implementation. 
 
2. Changes to the Management of the PDS in Scotland 
Following the merger in NHS Lothian of the PDS and the Edinburgh Dental Institute to become 
the Oral Health Service, an external review of management requirements for the service will be 
undertaken.  A timescale has yet to be determined. 

 

3. Minamata Convention on Amalgam 
SDCEP Guidance on Restricting the Use of Dental Amalgam in Specific Patient Groups was 
issued on 14 June 2018 ahead of the introduction of new arrangements relating to the phase 
down of dental amalgam on 1 July 2018.   
http://www.sdcep.org.uk/published-guidance/dental-amalgam/ 
 
Scottish Government issued a PCA on 15 June 2018 informing NHS Boards and Practitioner 
Services of the new arrangements relating to the phasing down of dental amalgam. This 
included guidance regarding alternatives to dental amalgam, when they should be used and the 
exceptions to this. The PCA also included details of the revised fees. 
Phasing Down of Dental Amalgam PCA2018(D)08.pdf 
 
 

 

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/blog/Documents/BDA-survey-results-OHIP-June-2018.pdf
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/blog/Pages/Scotlands-Oral-Health-Improvement-Plan-dentists-views.aspx
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/press-releases/oral-health-improvement-plan-high-hopes-but-not-a-penny-of-new-investment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-44383639
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-44383639
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/1O5EC0R6lTQLNzcwB0sA?domain=sdcep.org.uk
https://www.bda.org/dentists/representation/governance/Country-councils/scottish-council/PublishingImages/news/Phasing%20Down%20of%20Dental%20Amalgam%20PCA2018%28D%2908.pdf


 

 

4. Paediatric Extractions by General: Extended Waiting Times 
Phil Grigor reported that BDA Scotland was aiming to adopt a coordinated approach to this issue 
to avoid duplication across the committees, as this issue is also being pursued by SDPC.  It was 
also reported that during the Scottish Conference of LDCs in April, the Chair of SDPC had asked 
the then Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport about the extended waiting times in some NHS 
Boards and the lack of response to BDA Scotland’s request to resolve the issue. Ms Robison 
was concerned to hear that children can wait up to six months for treatment whilst in pain and 
gave her assurance that if the matter required to be escalated to her office, she would personally 
intervene.  BDA Scotland will conduct a survey on behalf of SPDSC to request information on 
waiting times across all NHS Boards in Scotland. 
 
5. Pay Award for NHS Staff 
On 25 June 2018, Shona Robison, the then Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport announced 
that NHS Scotland staff will be offered at least a 9% pay rise over the next three years, the 
highest NHS pay uplift being offered in the UK.  However, the pay rise applies only to Agenda 
for Change staff and will not extend to dentists in Scotland despite being paid less than 
colleagues in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  SPDSC members noted their 
disappointment. 
 
6. BDA Accredited Representatives Conference 
A successful AR training day and annual Conference were held in May 2018 in Manchester, and 
both received excellent feedback from ARs.  The motions raised and passed by attendees at the 
conference were discussed at SPDSC with a view to what action, if any, should be taken in 
relation to these. 

 
7. Scottish Council Oral & Oropharyngeal Cancer Working Group 
The group is developing an oral cancer plan that it will present to the Scottish Government later 
this year. BDA Scotland is holding an event at the Scottish Parliament on Tuesday 13 November 
2018 to raise awareness of mouth cancer.  The event will be sponsored by Anas Sarwar, 
Shadow Health Spokesperson, Scottish Labour and will link in with Mouth Cancer Action Month.  
https://www.dentalhealth.org/mouth-cancer-action-month  
 

8. BDA Scotland meeting with the General Dental Council 
The General Dental Council (GDC) met with a range of stakeholders on 20 June 2018 to discuss 
areas of mutual interest and concern. Phil Grigor and the Chairs of Scottish Council and the 
Scottish committees attended the event and had frank and open discussions with GDC board 
members and executive officials on a range of topics.  BDA Scotland aims to continue to have 
constructive dialogue with GDC in the coming months, and has invited Tom Scott, GDC 
Executive Director, Fitness to Practice, to attend the Scottish Council meeting in December. 
 
9. Ongoing and Future Items of Discussion 
PDS Training and Educational Event 
Scottish Online Appraisal Resource 
‘7000’ codes 
SPDSC Policy Document 

10. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on 18 September 2018 at 14:00hrs at the BDA Scotland office. 

 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
June 2018 

https://www.dentalhealth.org/mouth-cancer-action-month

