
 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

27 February 2018 

Report 

Phil Grigor, the newly appointed National Director, BDA Scotland welcomed everyone to 
the first meeting of SPDSC in the new triennium which was held on Tuesday 27 
February 2018 at the BDA Scotland office.  
 
1. Elections 
 
1.1 Chair 
Graham Smith was re-elected unopposed as Chair of SPDSC. 
 
1.2 Vice-Chair 
Kate Wiseman was re-elected unopposed as Vice-Chair.   

   
1.3 Representatives to Other Committees 
Members of SPDSC self-nominated themselves as representatives to attend a number 
other BDA committees and external working groups. 
 
1.4 Vacant Seat 
BDA by-elections are being held at present for vacant committee seats.  Nominations will 
close on 9 March 2018 for the one remaining vacant seat on SPDSC.  Results will be 
announced in due course. 
 
2. Scottish Government: Oral Health Improvement Plan 
The committee discussed the content of the Scottish Government Oral Health 
Improvement Plan published on 24 January 2018, and agreed the document was 
aspirational and lacked detail.   SPDSC was disappointed that there were no proposals 
to implement water fluoridation. 
SPDSC discussed a number of areas which would affect the PDS across Scotland 
including the need for SPDSC to be involved in the working group to provide a strategic 
oversight to all national oral health improvement programmes.  The committee also 
discussed the ‘shared care’ arrangement for people in priority groups to receive dental 
care from GDP practices close to where they live, with the PDS providing more complex 
treatments.  There was concern about the Scottish Government’s new domiciliary care 
provisions that will enable accredited general dental practitioners to provide care in care 
homes and future arrangements for people who are cared for in their own home.  The 
committee questioned how the changes might be funded and the possible effect on PDS 
budgets going forward. 
There was also concern about the implications regarding the role of the new Director of 



 

 

Dentistry envisaged in each NHS Board area, how these posts would be funded, and the 
possible impact on the Clinical Director’s role within each Board. 
 
3. Changes to the Management of the PDS in Scotland 
SPDSC remain concerned about the changes to the management of the PDS across 
Scotland as some NHS Boards were moving away from traditional Clinical Director (CD) 
posts.  It is SPDSC policy that CDs should have a background in the PDS and that only 
dentists with the necessary competencies developed through the PDS have the required 
skills to undertake the role of Clinical Director. 
Following the merger in NHS Lothian of the PDS and the Edinburgh Dental Institute to 
become the Oral Health Service, an external review of management requirements for the 
service will be undertaken. 
These matters will be discussed at the forthcoming meeting of the Scottish Joint 
Negotiating Forum to be held on 27 March 2018.   
 
4. Ongoing and Future Items of Discussion 
PDS Training and Educational Event 
Paediatric Extractions by General Anesthetic - Extended Waiting Times 
Scottish Online Appraisal Resource 

5. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on 26 June 2018 at 14:00hrs at the BDA Scotland office. 

 
 
 
Graham Smith, Chair of SPDSC 
March 2018 


