
 

1 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

15 September 2020 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met by videoconference on 15 
September 2020. 
 
1. Election of Vice-Chair 
P McCallum was elected unopposed as Vice Chair. The term of office would be for one year due 
to the delay in the BDA Triennial Election process until 2021. 
 
2. Urgent Dental Care Centres 
Members discussed the continued operation of the UDCCs in PDS sites. Some members 
reported a level of despondency among colleagues as the level of referrals from general dental 
practitioners remained high and PDS colleagues in some NHS Board areas were unable to 
restart routine services for their own vulnerable patients who were most in need. It was noted 
that some open courses of treatment and sedation sessions were being carried out for urgent 
cases. 
 
3. PPE 
BDA Scotland had written to the Chief Dental Officer and the Minister for Public Health, Sport 
and Wellbeing highlighting concerns about dentists being supplied with enhanced PPE that was 
past its expiry date. BDA Scotland was aware of the consternation the recent BDA press release 
about out-of-date PPE had caused among the profession and within Scottish Government and 
took the opportunity to explain the BDA’s stance on the issue. It was noted that BDA Scotland 
had repeatedly sought firm evidence from National Services Scotland (NSS) that expired masks 
have been robustly assessed and were safe to use; however, no such reassurance had been 
received. BDA Scotland has called upon NSS to make alternative arrangements for supplying ‘in 
date’ PPE to dentists as soon as possible. 
 
SPDSC members discussed the use of out-of-date masks and it appeared that PDS dentists in 
most NHS Boards were content to continue wearing them. It was noted that the Scottish 
Government’s long-term plan was for dentists to be supplied with Alpha Solway masks when 
these became available. Alpha Solway had a contract to supply around 70 million masks and it 
was hoped that these would be available by the end of the year.  
 
4. Remobilisation of the Public Dental Service in Scotland 
It was noted that NHS Boards had submitted their remobilisation plans to Scottish Government. 
BDA Scotland would be writing shortly to the Directors of Dentistry to request relevant sections 
relating to dentistry. Issues raised at recent meetings of the Scottish Hospital Dentists Reference 
Group and SPDSC including continued operation of UDCCs and the restarting of PDS services 
would be included in the information request to the Directors.  
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The speed of remobilising PDS services varied across the NHS Boards. Members raised 
concerns about the most vulnerable patients who had not been seen. It was noted that some 
plans were in place including the use of ‘Near me’ to contact these patients to come to clinics for 
check-ups. It was noted that some Boards had put in place limited paediatric general 
anaesthetic sessions. 
 
Members also discussed Phase 4 of the Scottish Government’s recovery road map which would 
include the redesign of services to deliver clinical care. It would be some time before this phase 
was implemented, and there was no planned date. It was agreed that IT systems for the PDS 
needed to be updated and solutions found to the problems associated with the R4 system. 
 
5. PDS Funding 
Following the previous SPDSC meeting in June, BDA Scotland wrote to the Minister for Public 
Health, Sport and Wellbeing raising concerns about possible cuts to the Public Dental Service 
(PDS) budget. The Scottish Government subsequently confirmed that the 2020-21 PDS budget 
will match the 2019-20 budget. 
 
6. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16 February 2021 by videoconference.  
 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
September 2020 

https://www.bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland-letter-public-dental-service-funding-300620.pdf
https://www.bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland-letter-public-dental-service-funding-300620.pdf

