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SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

22 February 2022 

Report 

  
The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met by videoconference on 22 
February 2022. 
 
1. Elections 
 
Chair and Vice Chair 
P MacCallum was elected unopposed as Chair of SPDSC, and G Smith was elected unopposed 
as Vice Chair.  

  
Representatives to Other Committees 
Members of SPDSC self-nominated themselves as representatives to attend a number of other 
BDA committees and external working groups.  G Irving, NHS Lanarkshire was subsequently 
appointed as the Clinical Director representative on the Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum. 
 
Vacant Seats 
BDA by-elections are being held at present for the two vacant seats on SPDSC. Nominations will 
close on 9 March 2022, and results will be announced in due course. 
 
2. Remobilisation of the PDS 
SPDSC continue to be concerned about the growing number of unregistered patients being 
treated by the PDS and the huge backlog of unmet dental care need which has continued to 
increase across Scotland. It was agreed the backlog would take many years to address. 
Members reported that by providing emergency clinics for unregistered patients, they have been 
unable to treat many of their own vulnerable patients. 
 
It was noted that Scottish Government issued a letter to NHS Boards in November detailing 
additional funding for the PDS to address the backlog in routine dental care and ease pressure 
on the service.  It was reported that the funding had been received by Boards at the end of 
2021and was allocated on a National Resource Allocation formula (NRAC) basis.  It was noted 
that the funding is not recurring, it would be pro rata from the end of 2021 to 31 March 2022 and 
then again for the financial year 2022/23. 
 
In some NHS Board areas, members continued to report low morale within the service due to 
heavy workloads, staff shortages as staff were self-isolating, or were absent due to stress, 
sickness, and maternity leave. 
 
 
 

https://www.scottishdental.org/letter-to-chief-executives-winter-preparedness-funding-1-november-2021
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3. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
SPDSC members continued to express their concern about the lengthy waiting times for 
paediatric extractions under general anaesthetic and the pain and distress this causes for 
children and their families. It was agreed that relevant data needed to be gathered to provide 
evidence to Scottish Government on the extent and seriousness of this issue. It was also agreed 
that short, medium and long-term solutions were required.  
 
4. Meeting with the PDS Leads Group 

G Smith, the then Chair of SPDSC, had a constructive meeting with the PDS Leads Group in 
December 2021 to discuss a range of issues including ways of improving communication, and 
how the BDA and SPDSC can work more effectively with the group to help support the PDS as a 
whole. 
 
5. Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
Members considered issues to raise at the next meeting of the SJNF including rates of pay for 
overtime working. It was noted it had been some time since the last meeting of the forum. A date 
is to be agreed. 
 
6. Scottish Council Membership and Communications Working Group 
It was noted that the Membership and Communications Working Group last met in November 
2021 and discussed BDA membership figures, BDA Indemnity, engagement with students and 
trainee dentists, engagement with LDCs and ARs, and the use of social media. The BDA is 
currently working on a new programme which will focus on improving the BDA’s relationship and 
engagement with BDA representatives at all dental schools. 
 
7. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
The BDA submitted written UK-wide evidence to the Doctors and Dentists Review Body (DDRB) 
in January 2022. BDA representatives will attend an oral evidence session, the date is to be 
confirmed. 
 
8. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 June 2022 at 14:00hrs by videoconference. 
 
 
Phil MacCallum 
Chair of SPDSC 
March 2022 


