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SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

21 February 2023 

Report 
 
The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met in person at Stirling Court Hotel on 
21 February 2023. 
 
5.1 Reform of NHS Dental Services – Determination 1 
The Chair of the BDA’s Scottish Dental Practice Committee (SDPC) wrote to Humza Yousaf, 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care on 1 February calling for the bridging payment to 
continue.    A response was received from Scottish Government on 7 February informing 
dentists that the payment would be extended until 31 October.  This included a commitment to 
present the revised Determination 1 in April and for Determination 1 to be implemented by the 
31 October 2023.  
 
BDA Scotland is undertaking a piece of research into timings of key items of care, this would be 
completed as per the Heathrow Timings Inquiry and would provide SDPC with an evidence base 
for the future fee allocation negotiations.   
 
It was noted that a face-to-face SDPC Executive meeting would be held on 15 March with 
Scottish Government to discuss draft Determination 1. 
 
2 Roundtable Event: M Todd, Minister for Public Health, Women’s Health and Sport  
In September last year, the Chair of BDA Scottish Council wrote to Humza Yousaf, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Social Care about the long-standing problem of lengthy waiting lists for 
paediatric extractions under general anaesthetic and the impact this had on patients and their 
families. 
BDA Scotland is planning a face-to-face round table event with Maree Todd, Minister for Public 
Health, Women’s Health and Sport to discuss this important issue.  Representatives from BDA 
Scotland and its committees will attend the meeting to present information and data on what 
they are seeing at the ‘tooth face’ and the impact on patients - both special care adults and 
children. 
 
3. Issues affecting the Public Dental Service (PDS) 
SPDSC members reported that the number of patients seeking out-of-hours (OOH) emergency 
care remained high.  It was also reported that there was an increase in referrals from GDPs.  
SPDSC members were very concerned about the impact this was having on provision for their 
core patient groups and that it seemed the PDS was becoming an access service.  It was noted 
that de-registrations from the General Dental Service also continued in some areas, increasing 
the numbers of unregistered patients reaching out to PDS services for emergency care.   
 
 
 

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/press-releases/Documents/Cabinet-Secretary-Letter-to-NHS-dental-teams-7-February-2023.pdf
https://www.bda.org/dentists/governance-and-representation/craft-committees/General-dental-practitioners/Documents/Scotland/BDA-Scotland-letter-to-Cabinet-Secretary-5-September-2022.pdf
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4. Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
SPDSC had been seeking a meeting of the SJNF for some time, most recently in December and 
January.  Scottish Government had intimated that they are ‘juggling various priorities’ at the 
moment and would be in touch in due course, but no response had been received.   SPDSC 
agreed that it was unacceptable that no negotiating forum was available to raise important 
issues for the PDS.   
 
5. PDS participation in the dental Out-of-Hours service  
In August 2022, a letter was sent by the Chair of SPDSC to one NHS Board about the proposed 
participation of the PDS dentists in out-of-hours service as the BDA interprets this as a 
fundamental change to PDS Terms and Conditions and members of staff should not be 
compelled to take part in OOH working if they do not wish to do so. The BDA Scotland 
Employment Relations Officer is supporting affected BDA members. 
 
6. Meeting with the PDS Leads Group 
BDA Scotland met with the PDS Leads Group in January to discuss opportunities for joint 
working between the BDA, SPDSC and the PDS Leads Group, how to manage this and how it 
would be best for the two groups to communicate.  Issues discussed included remobilisation of 
the PDS, Covid recovery strategy, unmet needs, backlogs, GA access and waiting lists.  Other 
topics discussed included PDS participation in OOHs and urgent care services and recruitment 
and retention in the PDS.  It is hoped that BDA Scotland would meet with the group again in the 
near future to discuss further issues of importance to both groups. 
 
7. Disciplinary procedures for Salaried Dentists (PDS and HDS) 
At the last meeting SPDSC in September, the committee discussed a draft remit and Terms of 
Reference for a short life working group to consider disciplinary procedures for salaried dentists 
(Hospital Dental Service and PDS).  This matter had also been discussed at the Scottish 
Hospital Dental Reference Group (SHDRG). It was reported that a short life working group had 
been set up and that a representative from SHDRG had volunteered to be the representative on 
the group.  A date for the first meeting was awaited. 
 
8. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body (DDRB) 
In January, the BDA submitted its joint written evidence for all four countries to the DDRB.  The 
oral evidence session would be held on 28 March 2023.  BDA committee representatives would 
attend the session.      
 
It was noted that the BMA had raised concerns in the past about the DDRB process but wished 
to make their position more formal. A joint statement from BMA and BDA was issued raising 
concerns about the DDRB process.  
 
9. AR Conference and AR meeting 
SPDSC discussed three motions put forward at the AR Conference held on 29 September 2022 
on study leave entitlement, the BDA Principal Executive Committee elections and geographic 
disparity to ensure equitable access to PDS services.   
 
10. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held by videoconference on Tuesday 20 June 2023 at 14:00hrs. 
 
 
Phil MacCallum 
Chair of SPDSC 
March 2023  

https://www.bma.org.uk/media/6720/bma-report-into-the-failings-of-the-pay-review-process-for-doctors-and-dentists-2023-v2.pdf

