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SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

21 June 2022 

Report 
 
The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met by videoconference on 21 June 
2022. 
 
1. Issues affecting the PDS 
SPDSC discussed their continued concerns about the significant number of unregistered 
patients seeking out-of-hours (OOH) emergency care and the pressure this was placing on both 
NHS24 and OOH teams. The growing number of referrals to the PDS for a range of treatments 
and the backlog of patients was also leading to increased workforce pressures on PDS services 
who have been unable to treat many of their own patients. It was reported that, overall, morale 
was low across the service. 
 
It was noted that the Scottish Government Winter Preparedness Fund (WPF) had been received 
by NHS Boards to cover the period from November 2021 to March 2022. Further WPF non-
recurring funding was being considered for 2022/23 but this had not yet been received or 
amounts confirmed. The funding was intended to ease pressures on the PDS, but without full 
knowledge of what funding was available, it was difficult for Boards to plan. It was noted that as 
the funding was non-recurring, the money could not be used to fund substantive posts and doing 
so would place a significant financial risk burden on the service. Fixed-term posts were being 
offered but were not being accepted, with posts going unfilled, and the feedback was that fixed 
term contracts were not an attractive proposition. 
 
2. PDS participation in the dental Out-of-Hours service  
SPDSC was made aware of an issue in one NHS Board where PDS dentists had been advised 
that they would be required to undertake OOH duties by compulsion. It was noted that BDA 
Scotland had not been consulted on this matter and were of the view that members of staff 
should not be compelled to take part in OOH working if they do not wish to do so. Discussions 
between the BDA and the Board are ongoing.  
 
3. Meeting with the PDS Leads Group 
The committee agreed to seek a meeting with the PDS Leads Group to discuss a range of 
issues including ways of improving communication, and how the BDA and SPDSC can work 
more effectively with the group to help support the PDS as a whole. 
 
4. Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum (SJNF) 
SPDSC will shortly be seeking a meeting of the SJNF to discuss PDS Terms and Conditions, 
including the introduction of an Extended Competency Point for PDS dentists in Scotland, and 
an Indicative Training Allowance. 
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5. Child Oral Health Working Group 
It was noted that BDA Scottish Council had set up a Child Oral Health Working Group to 
promote the benefits of water fluoridation in the prevention of dental caries, and to address the 
long-standing issue of lengthy waiting times for paediatric extractions under GA. The first 
meeting of the group was held on 8 June 2022.  
 
Members discussed the recent responses from NHS Boards to BDA Scotland’s letters to assess 
the local interest in introducing water fluoridation in each area, and an approach to the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Social Care to address the paediatric extractions issue. 
 
6. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
The BDA submitted written UK-wide evidence to the Doctors and Dentists Review Body (DDRB) 
in January 2022. BDA representatives attended an oral evidence session in April. We are 
expecting the DDRB to publish their report, including recommendations for dentists’ pay uplifts, 
later in July. 
 
7. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 20 September 2022 at 14:00hrs by videoconference. 
 
 
Graham Smith 
Vice Chair of SPDSC 
July 2022 


