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SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

21 September 2021 

Report 

 
The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met by videoconference on 21 
September 2021. 
 
 
1. Remobilisation of the PDS 
SPDSC was very concerned about the huge backlog of unmet dental care need which has 
continued to increase. The committee discussed the growing number of unregistered patients 
being treated by the PDS and the increase in referrals from the GDS, many of which were felt to 
be inappropriate. This has placed increasing pressure on the PDS who are having to provide 
additional emergency clinics and has meant that the PDS have been unable to treat many of the 
service’s “core” vulnerable patients.   
 
It was noted that remobilisation of the PDS has been also reduced due to increasing number of 
Covid cases. Staff shortages were reported in some NHS Board areas due to staff self-isolating, 
stress, sickness, and maternity leave leading to low morale within the service. 
 
It was agreed that BDA Scotland would write to Humzah Yousaf, Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Social Care about the above issues and to seek a meeting to discuss the issues in greater 
detail. 
 
2. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
Strong concerns were also expressed about the long waiting times for paediatric extractions 
under general anaesthetic.  
 
It was agreed that the BDA would look to set up a working group which would include 
representation from across the profession. The group would look at what measures might be put 
in place to improve the unacceptable waiting times and patient experience across Scotland, and 
seek short, medium, and long-term solutions to the problem. The aim of the group would be to 
present a “blueprint” to Scottish Government for the recovery of paediatric dental general 
anaesthetic services. 
 
3. Overtime Working 
Members discussed the need to have a nationally agreed overtime rate for PDS dentists as part 
of their Terms and Conditions. SPDSC also considered other contractual issues which required 
discussion and clarity, and it was agreed to contact Scottish Government to seek a meeting of 
the Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum to discuss these matters. 
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4. Scottish Council Membership and Communications Working Group 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Membership and Communications Working Group 
would be held on 30 September. Items for discussion by the group would include BDA 
membership figures, BDA Indemnity, engagement with students and trainee dentists, 
engagement with LDCs and ARs, and the use of social media. It was noted that P Grigor, 
National Director, BDA Scotland gave a talk to first year students at Aberdeen Dental School on 
1 September. 
 
5. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
The BDA submitted written UK-wide evidence to the Doctors and Dentists Review Body (DDRB) 
in January 2021. In August, BDA Scotland received confirmation that Scottish Government had 
accepted the DDRB’s recommendation to award a 3% pay uplift to NHS dental staff for 2021/22. 
This would be backdated to April 2021. BDA Scotland has called for the 3% uplift to be applied 
to the full GDS remuneration package. 
 
6. PDS Leads Group 

BDA Scotland is seeking a meeting with members of the PDS Leadership Group and the Chair 
and Vice Chair of SPDSC to discuss a range of issues including ways of improving 
communication, and how the BDA and SPDSC can work more effectively with the group to help 
support the PDS as a whole. 
 
7. R4 Dental Records System 
There was a discussion about the use of the patient title and gender settings on the R4 system.  
It was thought that the use of these categories was no longer appropriate, however, the system 
was not conducive to removing these settings.  BDA Scotland would raise the issue with the 
BDA Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Committee in the first instance. 
 
6. BDA Triennial Elections 
Nominations for the BDA’s triennial elections will open shortly, and dentists will be invited to 
come forward to represent their colleagues across all BDA committees. These committees are 
key to making sure the voice of the profession is heard by governments and administrations 
across the four countries of the UK. Most importantly, they lead on negotiating contracts, pay 
and terms and conditions for dentists.  
 
Further information on what the committees do and details of the election timeline can be found 
on the BDA’s website or please get in touch at elections@bda.org to find out more and we can 
talk you through what is involved. Nominations will go live on Friday 24 September.  
 
7. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 February 2022 at 14:00hrs by videoconference. 
 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
September 2021 
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