
 

 

 
SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

17 September 2019 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met on 17 September 2019 at the BDA 
Scotland office in Stirling. 
 
1. Vice-Chair of SPDSC 
K Wiseman had announced that she would be resigning as Vice Chair of the Committee.  The 
Chair asked SPDSC for expressions of interest for her replacement.  An election would be held 
at the next meeting on 25 February 2020. 
 

2. Recruitment of a Chief Dental Officer 
BDA Scotland had written to Scottish Government to express concerns that the post was being 
offered on a secondment basis which required the successful applicant to have a current 
employment contract. The advert excluded independent GDPs who represent around 80-90 per 
cent of the profession from applying for the post. The closing date was 30 August 2019. 
 
3. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP)  
 
Oral Health Risk Assessment 
It was noted the next major OHIP priority would be a ‘new model of care’ which would involve 
the introduction of an Oral Health Risk Assessment, a review the Statement of Dental 
Remuneration and related OHIP actions.  Scottish Government held a Co-Design event on 6 
September to discuss proposals for the new arrangements.  Several roadshows across Scotland 
are planned for later in the process to which dental professionals would be invited.  
BDA Scotland believes the proposed new arrangements will have major implications for dentists 
in Scotland and has issued a press release voicing concerns. 
 
The BDA’s Scottish Dental Practice Committee has set up a working group to build on work of 
two previous two groups that had looked at the Development Programme for Adult Dental 
Services and SDR Review Group.  K Wiseman has agreed to represent SPDSC on the group. 
 
Domiciliary Care 
The didactic training provided by NHS Education for Scotland (NES) for the first tranche of 
accredited general dental practitioners is now complete, and the mentoring element is ongoing.  
Further training dates will take place towards the end of the year. 
 
4. Pay Award for PDS Dentists 
The DDRB published its annual report on 23 July 2019.  In August, Scottish Government  

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/latest-news-articles/Pages/Scottish-Government-must-heed-dentists-concerns-when-developing-a-new-model-of-care.aspx


 

 

announced that PDS staff would receive a 2.5 per cent uplift to basic pay for 2019/20 which 
would be backdated to 1 April 2019. 
 

5. External Reviews of the PDS in Scotland 
The report of the review of the PDS In NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde was issued on 5 June 
2019.  It was noted that four working groups would be set up including a workforce planning 
group.  The BDA has asked to sit on this group.  
A report of the external review of management structures in NHS Lothian had been released on 
17 September 2019.  BDA Scotland would be reviewing the recommendations in due course. 

6. Future of the PDS 
BDA Scotland published a blog in March 2019 setting out a range of concerns about the future 
of the Public Dental Service in Scotland.  A questionnaire was subsequently sent to all NHS 
Boards seeking information on a number of issues and to assess Boards’ plans for the PDS in 
their local areas.  It was agreed to seek further responses before considering the results in 
detail. 

7. CPD Courses for PDS Dentists 
At a meeting with D Felix, Dean of PG Dental Education, NES in early September, it was agreed 
that two CPD training days would be held by the end of March 2020 which would include topics 
provided by SPDSC.  There would also be the option to link into the events by video-conference.  
It was noted that BDA Scotland would be willing to help promote the events to members through 
the BDA committees and website. 

8. Paediatric Extractions by General Anaesthetic: Extended Waiting Times 
Following an impasse between NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde (GG&C) and Scottish 
Government earlier this year regarding waiting times for paediatric extractions under general 
anaesthetic in the GG&C area, BDA Scotland wrote to NHS GG&C expressing concerns about 
these lengthy waiting times. A response was received in June from the NHS GG&C Chief of 
Dentistry (COD).  The BDA had subsequently asked the Board a range of supplementary 
queries.  A meeting is to be arranged between the COD and BDA Scotland to try and resolve the 
issue.  
This matter would also be added to the agenda for the next meeting between the BDA and the 
Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing. 
 
9. BDA survey of dentists in Scotland 

The BDA issued a survey to dentists in Scotland in June 2019 asking for their views on a range 
of issues.  The survey aimed to ensure the BDA was representing members effectively.  The 
results of the survey will be presented to the Scottish Government, and other stakeholders in 
due course as evidence of dentists’ concerns.   
 
10. Safeguarding of Children and Young People 
The BDA has launched a new toolkit to support the safeguarding of children and young people 
who miss appointments, often for reasons beyond their control. The 'was not brought' pathway, 
was published in the British Dental Journal and is now available for all dentists and teams to use 
via the BDA website. 

 
11. Ongoing and Future Items of Discussion 
‘7000’ codes 

 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pcs/PCS2019(DD)02.pdf
https://www.bda.org/news-centre/blog/Pages/Concerns-over-the-future-of-the-Public-Dental-Service-in-Scotland.aspx
https://www.bda.org/dentists/governance-and-representation/country-councils/PublishingImages/Pages/Scotland/BDA%20Scotland%202019%20survey%20summary%20report.pdf
http://bda-mail.org/In/227563833/0/UDvEA8Gee6bfIeWtjTE1d9jhS_mIKQHz9c4xZvmug18/
http://bda-mail.org/In/227563834/0/UDvEA8Gee6bfIeWtjTE1d9jhS_mIKQHz9c4xZvmug18/


 

 

12. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 February 2020 at 14:00hrs at the BDA Scotland 
office. 

 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
September 2019 


