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SCOTTISH PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

23 June 2020 

Report 

The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) met by videoconference on 23 June 
2020. 
 
1. Remobilisation of NHS Dental Services in Scotland 
On 20 May 2020, the Chief Dental Officer issued a letter explaining the first steps for the 
remobilisation of NHS dental services in Scotland.  Phase 1 included increasing the capacity of 
UDCCs by increasing the number of patients seen with on-going dental health issues and also 
the scope of treatments available to patients  The Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness 
Programme (SDCEP) issued guidance on 25 May and updated guidance on 12 June on the 
steps dentists should take when triaging patients to UDCCs to take account of the COVID 
guidance on advice, analgesics and antimicrobials (AAA). 
 
2. First Minister Announcement 
The CDO has written to dental practitioners on 18 June to informing them that practices could 
reopen for urgent care using non-aerosol generating procedures (AGPs) from Monday 22 June. 
This follows the First Minister’s announcement that day about Phase 2 for easing the lockdown 

across Scotland. It was agreed that as GDPs returned to their practices, there would be less 
GDPs volunteering to work in the UDCCs. In the couple of days since practices reopened, some 
NHS Boards had seen a rise in the number of patients referred to UDCCs. It was noted that the 
referral process appeared to be running smoother as time passed.  
 
3. Urgent Dental Care Centres 
The number of patients being seen and the number of referrals to UDCCs had been increasing 
in recent weeks. There was a risk that with more dental practices reopening, dentists returning to 
work in their practices and an increased number of AGPs being referred by GDPs to UDCCs, 
capacity and demand could become an issue and would have an effect on the number of 
patients seen. It was noted that some NHS Boards were increasing their capacity to expand the 
range of treatment they could carry out. 
 
4. PDS Funding 
It was reported that PDS budgets were possibly facing another 5% cut in the next financial year. 
Members were concerned this was being considered by Scottish Government. Members were 
concerned the funding cuts could mean a reduction in PDS staff and that a depleted PDS trying 
to make headway with a restricted budget and a backlog of referrals would mean the PDS being 
overwhelmed.  The PDS had done an excellent job to set up UDCCs in their local areas at short 
notice following the cessation of routine dentistry once the country went into lockdown.  It was 
agreed that BDA Scotland would write to J FitzPatrick, Minister for Public Health, Sport and 
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Wellbeing seeking reassurance that the 2020-21 PDS budget would at least match the 2019-20 
budget to ensure the PDS has sufficient capacity to meet patient demand. 
Post meeting note: BDA Scotland has written to the Minister for Public Health, Sport and 
Wellbeing. 
  

5. Vocational Dental Practitioners 
Following discussions with the Chief Dental Officer and D Felix, Dean of PG Dental Education, 
NHS Education for Scotland, VDPs would now have the opportunity to work in UDCCs so they 
would continue to be employed and gain experience for the foreseeable future.  
 
6. Key Worker Status 
It was agreed that dentists should have key worker status. Following discussions with the CDO, 
it has now been established that there was no national list of who is defined as a key worker in 
terms of accessing childcare. It was understood that Local Authorities were responsible for these 
decisions in line with guidance agreed between Scottish Government, COSLA and other local 
authority partners. The guidelines provided flexibility for health and social care workers such as 
dentists to be considered for access to key worker childcare. However, they may not be 
prioritised above other health, social care and emergency workers who may be more directly 
involved in the response.   
 
7. Interim SDR 
P Grigor reported that SG had produced an interim SDR which would record activity only, there 
would be no patient charges. It was noted that K McDonald (Vice Chair, SDPC) would attend the 
first meeting the following day to review SDR Amendment 145. 
 
8. Arrangements for the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15 September 2020 by videoconference.  
 
 
Graham Smith 
Chair of SPDSC 
June 2020 
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