
 

 

Annual General Meeting 2022 

 

Amendments to the Articles of Association 

 

Since the last Annual General Meeting a number of revisions to the BDA’s Articles of 

Association have been identified as necessary. These are listed below along with the 

proposed new provisions and with some explanation of rationale. 

 

Tenure of Senior Officers of the PEC and Councils  

‘44 B The members so elected Chair or Deputy Chair of the Principal Executive Committee 

may stand for re-election for a further three-year term, but no member may serve as Chair or 

Deputy Chair for more than 2 consecutive three year terms’  

’57 E Each country council shall elect a Chair and Deputy Chair from amongst the members 

elected from the branches for such term of office as the country council shall determine’    

Custom and practice within the BDA is that senior officers serve two, typically subsequent, 

three-year terms. It would be apposite to state this formally. 

The new provisions would read; 

‘44 B The members so elected Chair or Deputy Chair of the Principal Executive Committee 

may stand for re-election for a further three-year term, but no member may serve as Chair or 

Deputy Chair for more than two consecutive three year terms or for six years in total without 

seeking approval of the PEC.’  

‘57 E Each country council shall elect a Chair and Deputy Chair from amongst the members 

elected from the branches. No member may serve as Chair or Deputy Chair for more than 

two consecutive three year terms or for six years in total without seeking approval of the 

PEC.’ 

 

Nomination forms for PEC and Council seats 



 

‘39. Voting papers shall be delivered or sent to each elector by the Returning Officer. The 

voting papers shall contain the names of those candidates standing in the elector’s country 

or English region, and the names of those candidates standing in the UK-wide election all of 

whom have been nominated (each by three members entitled to vote in the elections for the 

Principal Executive Committee) on or before an appointed day of which not less than 28 

days’ notice has been given in the British Dental Journal.’ 

‘59 G Voting papers shall be delivered or sent to each elector by the Returning Officer. The 

voting papers shall contain the names of those candidates standing in the elector’s 

constituency, who have been nominated each by three electors on or before an appointed 

day of which not less than 28 days’ notice has been given in the Journal. ‘ 

The need for three nominators for PEC and council applications is at variance with the 

nomination process for committee seats which do not require nominators. Furthermore, the 

names of those nominating are not revealed to the wider electorate and the administration of 

the nominators requires significant resource within the overall elections effort.  

Given the variance between committees and the PEC/councils it seems appropriate to adopt 

a common position for all bodies which would be for the need for nominators to be removed. 

The new provisions would read; 

‘39. Voting papers shall be delivered or sent to each elector by the Returning Officer. The 

voting papers shall contain the names of those candidates standing in the elector’s country 

or English region, and the names of those candidates standing in the UK-wide election all of 

whom have been nominated on or before an appointed day of which not less than 28 days’ 

notice has been given in the British Dental Journal.’ 

‘59 G Voting papers shall be delivered or sent to each elector by the Returning Officer. The 

voting papers shall contain the names of those candidates standing in the elector’s 

constituency, all of whom have been nominated on or before an appointed day of which not 

less than 28 days’ notice has been given in the British Dental Journal.’ 

 

Awards: Joy Harrild award for young dentists  

 

70.The Joy Harrild Award for Young Dentists shall be awarded to recognise young dentists 

who have made a significant contribution to the profession.   

Any BDA member who is a young dentist (up to ten years post qualification), excluding the 

current members of the Association’s Young Dentist Committee, who meets at least two of 

the following criteria: 

It is quite likely that many early career dentists making a contribution to the profession are 

members of the BDA’s Young Dentists Committee and as such, excluding them from being 

nominated for the Joy Harrild Award (which is awarded separately by the BDA’s Honours 

and Awards Committee) is unfair.  



The new provisions would read; 

70.The Joy Harrild Award for Young Dentists shall be awarded to recognise young dentists 

who have made a significant contribution to the profession.  

Any BDA member who is a young dentist (up to ten years post qualification), who meets at 

least two of the following criteria:’ 

 

Identification of committees 

 

‘55 The Principal Executive Committee may establish such standing committees and/or 

working groups as the Principal Executive Committee may from time to time determine and 

each such committee shall have the membership, quorum, working arrangements, and the 

remit as the by – laws may from time to time prescribe.  In accordance with the provisions of 

this Article the Principal Executive Committee shall as a minimum establish the following 

standing committees:   

1. Central Committee for Dental Academic Staff  

2. Central Committee for Hospital Dental Services  

3. General Dental Practice Committee  

4. Northern Ireland Dental Practice Committee  

5. Northern Ireland Salaried Dentists Committee  

6. England Community Dental Services Committee 

7. Scottish Salaried Dentists Committee  

8. Scottish Dental Practice Committee  

9. Students committee  

10. Young Dentists Committee  

11. Wales Committee for Community Dentists  

12. Welsh General Dental Practice Committee ‘ 

The list above states the names of the committees, some of which have already changed, 

but does not indicate the remit of the committees. The Articles would be better served 

identifying the function of the various committees rather than stating their name. 

The new provision would read; 

55 The Principal Executive Committee may establish such standing committees and/or 

working groups as the Principal Executive Committee may from time to time determine and 

each such committee shall have the membership, quorum, working arrangements, and the 

remit as the by – laws may from time to time prescribe.  In accordance with the provisions of 

this Article the Principal Executive Committee shall as a minimum establish the following 

standing committees to represent:  



Non-salaried primary care practitioners in  

1. The UK 

2. Northern Ireland 

3. Scotland 

4. Wales 

Community dentists, employed on specific community contracts of employment in; 

1. England 

2. Northern Ireland 

3. Scotland 

4. Wales 

Hospital dentists employed on substantive Doctors and Dentists contracts of employment in; 

1. The UK 

Clinical academics employed on University contracts along with others engaged in 

undergraduate teaching and clinical research in; 

1. The UK 

Early career, that is within ten years of receipt of a BDS, dentists in; 

1. The UK 

Current BDS students in; 

1. The UK 

 


