
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

William Moyes 

Chair  

General Dental Council   

 

          20 May 2020 

 

Dear Mr Moyes,  

 

The BDA has noted with great dismay and disappointment the GDC’s refusal to support 

registrants with a reduction of the ARF or at least a payment scheme to allow for payments by 

instalments during the COVID-19 crisis. Despite recognising the dire financial circumstances in 

which many practices and individual registrants find themselves, the GDC does not see fit to 

provide a token support, citing no fundamental change to the work it does and the little financial 

impact the move would have on registrants. This seems to be at odds with information in an 

earlier newsletter which noted decreased activity at Council level this year and an intention to 

delay expenditure and stripping out cost. Greater transparency into the reasoning behind this 

decision would have been the very least response registrants should have received; but the 

message we are left with is ‘we need all the money and whatever we could do won’t really help you 

much’.  

  

It is a great shame that our regulator, who prides itself on making significant improvements to its 

way of working, wants to work collaboratively with the profession, and whose finances include a 

significant budget operating surplus and significant reserves, cannot see how positive such a move 

would have been, and how negative its absence is.  

  

As always, the impact will be greatest on the most vulnerable of the profession: new graduates, 

many of whom have lost their part-time jobs; young dentists leaving dental foundation training 

and potentially struggling to find their first associateship; and dental care professional colleagues 

who are significantly affected by the closure of practices and the expected lengthy return to the 

provision of dentistry over the coming months.  

  

It remains a matter of fact that a relatively easy change that is within the GDC’s power and would 

have had a profound positive reaction amongst the professions it regulates – unlike so many other 

possible positive changes where ‘inflexible legislation’ is cited as the reason for its lack of agility – 

is not forthcoming.  

  

Yours sincerely  
 

 
Mick Armstrong 

Chair, BDA  

https://www.gdc-uk.org/news-blogs/news/detail/2020/05/20/update-from-the-chair-of-the-gdc-to-dental-professionals

